Quality assurance in medical education: a practical guide by MacCarrick, Geraldine

Quality Assurance 
in Medical Education
 
Geraldine MacCarrick
Quality Assurance 
in Medical Education
A Practical Guide
Geraldine MacCarrick
School of Medicine and Dentistry
James Cook University
Cairns Clinical School
Cairns
Queensland
Australia
ISBN 978-0-85729-712-9 ISBN 978-0-85729-713-6 (eBook)
DOI 10.1007/978-0-85729-713-6
Springer London Heidelberg New York Dordrecht
Library of Congress Control Number: 2012944641
© Springer-Verlag London 2013
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved by the Publisher, whether 
the whole or part of the material is concerned, speci fi cally the rights of transla-
tion, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on 
micro fi lms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage 
and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimi-
lar methodology now known or hereafter developed. Exempted from this legal 
reservation are brief excerpts in connection with reviews or scholarly analysis or 
material supplied speci fi cally for the purpose of being entered and executed on 
a computer system, for exclusive use by the purchaser of the work. Duplication 
of this publication or parts thereof is permitted only under the provisions of the 
Copyright Law of the Publisher’s location, in its current version, and permission 
for use must always be obtained from Springer. Permissions for use may be 
obtained through RightsLink at the Copyright Clearance Center. Violations are 
liable to prosecution under the respective Copyright Law.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service 
marks, etc. in this publication does not imply, even in the absence of a speci fi c 
statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant protective laws and 
regulations and therefore free for general use.
While the advice and information in this book are believed to be true and 
accurate at the date of publication, neither the authors nor the editors nor the 
publisher can accept any legal responsibility for any errors or omissions that 
may be made. The publisher makes no warranty, express or implied, with 
respect to the material contained herein.
Printed on acid-free paper
Springer is part of Springer Science+Business Media (www.springer.com)
 To Terry for his ideas, support, and encouragement 
to the end. 
 To Róisín for her smiles and harp music 
 throughout the writing. 
 Chun Don agus Deirdre as a dtacaíocht agus grá. 
 
vii
 Preface 
 Preparing a medical school or postgraduate medical educa-
tion program for accreditation or review is a challenging 
process requiring a clear understanding of the standards 
being used, suf fi cient resources, and adequate preparation 
and planning. As a medical educationalist involved in curricu-
lum reform in both hemispheres, it has become apparent that 
continual change and renewal are part of the shifting land-
scape in which we operate. Such change however needs to 
occur within the context of agreed educational standards. 
Familiarity and compliance with such standards is now a nec-
essary part of medical program leadership. The process of 
accreditation should be viewed by medical education leaders, 
not as a threat, but as an opportunity to continue to drive the 
quality improvement agenda.
Geraldine MacCarrick
BMedSc(Hons)MBBS, DTM, MPH, 
MBA, FRACGP, FRACMA, PhD 
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